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PLAY BALL!!!!
2007 MHPB Season Is Here!

You can smell the cut of fresh grass on the ball field. Off in the
distance you hear the crack of the bats and kids cheering.
Practices have started; Coaches are building their teams and
kids are learning more about baseball.

What a wonderful time of the year...! This is it... Spring time is
fast approaching and with it comes OPENING DAY for
Morgan Hill Pony Baseball!!! MARCH 3"

Soon Daylight Savings Time will be in affect much to the
delight of all the teams....that means more time to practice
without wondering if you will “get it all in”.... There have
already been some practice games played and the kids are
putting what they have learned so far to work.....

There is much going on behind the scenes... Board members
are busy making sure all the “bases are covered”. Snack
Shack is planning their Opening Day menu.... Final planning is
being made to have the last field day in order to make sure
they are just right for the first games of the season... Team
Parents are busy copying game, snack, and picture schedules
for their teams... Umpires are going through their final tune-
ups for the games by attending several training sessions...
Scorekeepers are also attending training.... and all should
know that all Manager and Coaches in the league are
completing or have attended their required Coaches Skills
Clinic, First Aid Training, and Positive Coaches Alliance
classes.... As you can see, there is much preparation for
OPENING DAY... and the season...

March 3™ will be here soon and the Britton Fields will be
busy with players, families, coaches, volunteers, all doing their
part to make this another great day in Morgan Hill Pony
Baseball....

Dates to Remember

This should be a handy reference as the season progresses. Look
for more info along the way.

February 27, 2007
March 1, 2007
March 3, 2007
March 5, 2007

PCA Level 2 Class

Coaches Scorekeeping Class™*
Opening Day

Board Meeting 7:30

April 3, 2007 Weekday Evening games begin
April 14 — 21, 2007 No Games — Spring Break
May 20, 2007 Last Day of Regular Season

“Squish the Bug, Elbow Up, Eyes on The
ball!”  Please just let me hit the ball!!!

SHETLAND AND PINTO DIVISIONS STILL HAVE
OPENINGS

Registrations for Shetland and Pinto can still be mailed to
the MHPB Post Office box. Our mailing address is MHPB,
PO Box 353, Morgan Hill, CA 95038. If you misplaced your
registration form, you can print a copy from the MHPB

website.
You can also email your registration in to either:

Shetland@mhpb.com or Pinto@mhpb.com

SCOREKEEPERS and UMPIRES are needed for the

spring 2007 season. Enjoy earning some extra money this
spring while participating in some great baseball games.
Contact scorekeeper@mhpb.com or umpires@mbhpb.com.

| WANT YOU |
FOR UMPIRING

HEAREST RECRUITING STATION
umpires@mhpb.org

YoU
FOR SCOREKEEPER

WEAREST RECRUITING STATION
scorekeeper@mhpb.org |

The BOOSTER CHAIRPERSONS are always

looking for help. If you can help, contact Charlene

Brum - 685-8630



MHPB Opening Day is March 3™

The opening day schedule is the following:
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8:00 - 11:00 Snack shack open with coffee and donuts 55
8:00- 9:00 Hita Thon & Home Run Derby "-.'__15__-- Y —
9:30 - 10:00 Teams line up near basketball courts =

10:00 - 11:30 Parade of Teams and opening day ceremonies

11:30 - 3:15 Team photos See the photo schedule.

11:30 - 3:00 Booths, jump houses, etc.

11:00 - 4:00 Snack shack open for lunch
Time Division Team Name Manager Time D_W's'on —-’:-A::i‘;:ame —Q—M?na L ]
11:30 Pony Yankees John Howard 2:30 P!nto Mets Br.lan B.antllan
11:30 Pony Tigers Rich Martinez 2:30 Pinto Rangers Mike Miller
11:30 Bronco Marlins Bruce Taylor 2:30 Pinto i Jesus Cardenas

2:30 Pinto Indians Joey Mitchell
11:30 Bronco Yankees Ed Struzik Reds
11-45 Mustang Dodgers Rob Moulden 2:45 Mustang o Tom Moorehead
11:45 Mustang Giants Pete Quinby 2:45 Mustang el CYV McGowen
11:45 Pinto Cardinals Matt Crawford 2:45 Pinto Rick Spohn
11:45 Pinto Diamondbacks Mike Skar 2:45 Pinto fngels Ron Habina
. : ugnuts i i

12:00 Bronco Tigers Mike Tomasello 3:00 :hetland Ri\?erdogs Tim Harris )
12:00 Bronco A's Art Jarvis 3:00 hetland Randy Romriell
12:00 Shetland Sidewinders Tom Spriggs
12:00 Shetland Storm Larry Cordeiro 1. Meet your team near the Tennis Courts at Britton.

. Thunder 2. Be there 15 minutes before your scheduled picture time.
12:15 Shetland Todd Brown 3.  You get 1 individual & 1 team and with matte. All players
12:15 Shetland Muckdogs Ryan Brown must submit a completed order form, regardless if you are
12:15 Mustang White Sox Dan Jennings getting additional items or not. Payment must accompany

) Tigers each envelope. Managers have the option of a free team
12:15 Mustang g John Bennett photo or a free buddy photo with their player.

12:30 Pony Giants Mike Christman 4. Your team manager has been given order forms for ordering
12:30 Pony Mets Rich Wallace Extra Items. Please fill out the form and bring it with you to

' Cardinal the picture area at your assigned time if you want those extra
12:30 Pony ardinals Mark Garrett items, even if you aren't buying anything, please fill out an
12:30 Pony A's Dominic Bejarano \%der form f:r records.h duleltt P N g

. 5. e strive it keep on schedule!!! Please be ready to go on

; Dod
12:45 Pinto odgers Jeff Gustaveson your scheduled time. No Exceptions! (Note: Some kids
12:45 Pinto Reds Ken Palmer missed getting their picture taken. Don't let this happen to
12:45 Pony Dodgers Mike Sullivan you!) Do not come early, you won't be photographed.

Dod ) 6. Please observe Roped off Areas near the photography area

12:45 Bronco odgers Gary Winzeler on Opening Day.
1:00 Bronco Indians Matt Belluomini 7. Due to the complexity of this shoot, the schedule is Final.

. Giants Sorry, No Exceptions.
1:00 Bronco qu LemMon 8. Team Parents/Managers please hand out envelopes to
1:00 Shetland Scrapers Will Ansbro players NO LATER than Saturday, February 24th.
1:00 Shetland Rockhounds Joe Andrade 9. Use buddy forms for Buddy shots (Forms available at the

) ) A's . event). You fill these forms out when you take the photos.
1:30 Pinto ) Rick Bottomley 10. Picture orders will be returned within 4 weeks and given to
1:30 Pinto White Sox Rito Martinez your manager.
1:30 Bronco Angels Carlos Naranjo 11. For questions please call Charlene Brum 685-8630
1:30 Bronco White Sox Tony Latos
1:45 Mustang Indians Mike Zanatto OBEY THE RULES
1:45 Mustang Yankees Dave Affourtit ABSOLUTELY NO PARKING inside the gates of the entrance to
1:45 Mustang Angels Chris Blocker Britton Middle School. This pertains to BOTH Game anq Prgct/"ce

. . ays. Manager, Coaches, Parents are not allowed parking inside
1:45 A's Days. Manager, Coaches, P t t all d king d

Mustang Ed Cox the gates. The only exception is for SNACK SHACK staff and
2:00 Shetland Mudcats Jake Mendes GROUNDSKEEPERS. lllegally parked vehicles will be cited by
2:00 Shetland Raptors Mike Hernandez MH Police Department.
2:00 Shetland Rivercats Rod Fuhriman
2:00 Ironbirds Stephen Byrme NO DOGS ALLOWEQ on schog! grounds.. Please do not put a
Shetland , P Y MHPB Board Member in the position of having to ask you to leave

2:15 Mustang Cardinals Mark Dean the premises.
2:15 Mustang Mets Mike Porras
2:15 Pinto Giants Dave Keneller NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES and ALL TOBACCO PRODUCTS
2:15 Pinto Tigers Mac Jones are strictly prohibited on school grounds




- [he Pony Express -

Volume 16, Edition 10 The Newsletter of Morgan Hill Pony Baseball Morgan Hill, CA February 2007

Divisional Play Philosophy
SHETLAND

Your Children's introduction to organized baseball begins here!
The Shetland Division is a purely instructional, non-competitive
division. It uses a combination of T-ball and coach pitching and
emphasizes teaching the basic rules and fundamental skills of
baseball. We believe in developing an environment of friendly
competition with little emphasis on winning -- no scoring or
stats are kept. All players will play the entire game, even if all
players are present.

PINTO

In the Pinto division the name of the game is FUNdamentals.
Young players learn the basics of the game at this level in an
organized but fun and forgiving setting. Batters have the
opportunity to hit off live player and coach pitching, but also
have the opportunity to hit off the tee during the first half of the
season to insure success at almost every at bat. Players at
this level are expected to hustle, play their best and have FUN
in a safe and learning environment. Teamwork, respect for the
volunteer coaching staff and good sportsmanship is expected
from the players and parents to insure a positive learning
environment to help the players develop their baseball and life
skills to the best of their ability.

musianG

The Mustang Division players make a big step towards a more
complete level of baseball. It is a competitive division, where
umpires call the game and scores and league standings are
kept. The bases are 60 feet apart and the pitchers mound is
44 feet from the plate with pitching being done strictly by
players only. Players are allowed to steal 2" and 3rd bases
the entire season. During the first four games runners may not
lead off of first or second until the pitch crosses home
plate. After the first four games of the season lead-offs are
allowed from 1% and 2™ base. For safety reasons, no leadoffs
are allowed from third base until the ball crosses the plate until
the last two games of the season. After the first four games,
pitchers learn to hold runners on base and to do pickoff
moves. Balks are also called on pitchers. The infield fly rule
will be enforced and the dropped third strike rules will be
enforced for the last two games of the season and during the
playoffs. At the end of the regular season a double elimination
tournament is held with all teams participating. Just as in the
Major Leagues, separate League Championship Series are
played with awards for both teams in each League
Championship. All Divisions, including Mustang, participate in
a City Championship game on a league wide City
Championship day. Commemorative awards are given to the
Mustang City Champion.

BRON(O

The Bronco Division is where you begin to play more
competitive baseball and follow the rules of Major League
Baseball closely. Players are allowed to lead-off and steal
from all bases, and the diamond is now 70 feet. Managers
have the opportunity to execute the finer tactics of advanced
baseball. It is a competitive Division, where umpires are
used and league standings are kept. At the end of the
regular season an overall Bronco Division Tournament is
held where all teams participate.

PONY

The Pony Division is a competitive division best
characterized by fewer players, fewer teams, bigger fields,
and bigger players. By now the players should have an
understanding of the rules of the game and acquired the
skills and attitude necessary for a more competitive game of
baseball. Regular Major League rules are used. The
diamond is now 80 feet. Emphasis is placed not only on
individual skill development, but, also on team strategies.
Players will adjust to larger fields, stronger defenses, and
more experienced pitchers and are motivated by their
eagerness to play baseball. At the end of the regular season,
an overall Pony Division champion is determined in a
tournament where all teams participate.

(o)1)

The Colt division begins play in mid-May. Because many of
the players are involved in high school baseball programs,
this division begins games after the high school season
ends. Players aged 15 and 16 play seven innings games on
a regulation major league sized field. If four or more teams
are fielded then the Colt Division play among themselves in
games at Live Oak High School in Morgan Hill. If fewer than
four teams are fielded, then the teams usually play a home
and travel schedule as part of a San Jose league.




Rules Changes for Managers & Coaches
Rules for Coaches and Managers regarding clinics and
workshops
Rule 9.A.3 — All mangers and coaches will be required to
complete the following: Coaches Clinic-PCA (every
year); First Aid (every two years, or have an
unexpired First Aid Card); Skills & Drills Clinic (every

Morgan Hill Pony Baseball
Board of Directors

Executive Board

President Mike Rusch president@mhpb.com ) 2/
Vice-Pres John Bennett vicepres@mhpb.com year), Scorekeeping Clinic (Mustang thru Pony only
Secretary Chris Blocker secretary@mbhpb.com —once); Coaches Application (every year).
Treasurer Damon Grose treasurer@mhpb.com Rule 9.A.3.a — Failure to comply with the
Player Agent Manny Brum playeragent@mhpb.com above will result in the manager and/or
coach being suspended for the first two
Division Representatives games of the season; and dropping to a
reserve role for any All-Star coaching
Shetland Mike O'Donnell shetland@mhpb.com positions. If both the manager and coach
Mac Jones are in violation of the above, the coach
Pinto Tom Moorehead pinto@mhpb.com will be allowed to manage the team until

Dan Jennings

the manager has completed his/her
Mustang CW McGowen

mustang@mhpb.com suspension, then will serve his/her

Dave Affourtit :
Bronco Stan Styczynski bronco@mhpb.com suspension  except Shetland.
Ed Struzik o coL: A
Pony Vic Rousseu pony@mhpb.com Coach Skills is a “Skills & Drills” class
Colt Greg Hall colt@mhpb.com Positive Coaching Alliance (PCA) - coaching workshop is

a mandatory class for all managers & coaches. New
coaches should try to attend the Coach level 1

workshop. For coaches who attended the PCA Coach Level
1 workshop last year, plans to attend one of the Coaches
level 2 workshops this year. If you can't make the
appropriate workshop, then attend any one of the three
coach workshops to satisfy your PCA coaching workshop
requirement.

Board Staff

Booster Chair Charlene Brum
Equipment Mgr Tim Mason
Fields Director Chris Houle
Fundraiser Chair  Matt Crawford
Head Scorekeeper  Cody Pyle
Public Relations Mike Porras
Snack Shack Martha Struzik

booster@mhpb.com
equipment@mhpb.com
fields@mhpb.com
fundraiser@mhpb.com
scorekeeper@mhpb.com
publicrelations@mhpb.com
snackshack@mhpb.com

Sponsorship Gary Winzeler sponsorship@mhpb.com
Tournament Dir. Jen Styczynski tournamenet@mhpb.com
Head Umpire Steve Sorce umpires@mbhpb.com ,’
Webmaster Ed Cox webmaster@mhpb.com

Morgan Hill Pony Baseball is a NON-PROFIT
organization. Without volunteers we would not be able to provide our
players with a program of baseball. Please consider where you might
be able to help and contact the appropriate member.

The best place to look for where to volunteer and to see who to
contact is the BOARD. If you don't see who to contact or want to talk
to someone about where you should go PLEASE contact anyone on
the EXECUTIVE BOARD

We need Volunteers - please be a part of your child's memories from
the Pony experience. Thank You from all the players in our program.
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Player Agents Corner

Positive Coaching Alliance
Parent Workshop Scheduled for

March 21st

MHPB joined the Positive Coaching Alliance last year. The PCA is
working with youth sports organizations to promote positive
coaching and parent behavior during practices and games. One of
the major goals of PCA is to try to find ways to make youth sports
more positive and fun for the players.

The PCA Parent Workshop will be held on Wed March 21" from
7:30 — 9:30 pm in the Performing Arts Center at Sobrato High
School. We invite all MHPB parents to come to the parent
workshop.

Drawing from principles of The Double-Goal Coach, this workshop
teaches attendees how to become “Second-Goal” parents by focusing
on the second goal of a Double-Goal Coach, teaching life lessons
through sports. The three major principles of the Double-Goal
Coach workshop are introduced to provide context and then applied
to a parent’s role in youth sports.

The workshop begins by asking parents what their goals are for their
youth athletes, which often produces spirited discussions. Attendees
then participate in interactive exercises that cultivate the supportive
behavior that helps youth athletes thrive.

Morgan Hill Pony Baseball
Parental Code of Conduct

1 will strive to make positive comments only, being
mindful that every player has family members in
the stands.

I will respect the efforts of Managers, Coaches, and all
volunteers, remembering that they have donated
their free time for the benefit of our children.

I will try to not find too much fault with the umpires and
scorekeepers, as I really can't expect them to be
as perfect as myself.

I will refrain from profanity of any kind, as it is expressly
prohibited by MHPB rules.

I will abstain from alcohol and illegal drugs at obligatory
MHPB functions.

i B Criginal Artist
Reproduction rights Dhiainahle/fr_nr'n
wrs CartoonStockcom
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Keep those Young Arms

Strong & Conditioned
Rich Taylor -Taylor Made Baseball
www.taylormadebaseball.com

As we enter another baseball campaign with tryouts, practices and
games, a common denominator seems to pop up with a lot of individual
players. Coaches sometimes don't know about it and in all likelihood
parents don't find out either. I'm talking about the pre-season sore arm.

Players tend to do too much too soon and haven't conditioned their
arm before tryouts or practices begin. They might be coming right out of
basketball or some other sport and haven't found the time to strengthen
their arm. So, in time, they incur a sore arm. And it lingers for days,
sometime weeks. Parents try ice, then heat, rest or throwing a short
distance. These are good band aids but won't help in the long run.

When players begin their shoulders are weak and their arms
unconditioned. Beginning with arm circles is a good place to start. In
keeping with Taylor Made Baseball and the Jaeger Sports Thrive on
Throwing program, players should start with small arm circles with their
palms down, progress to 1/2 arm circles. 3/4 and then full, back down to
3/4, 1/2 and finish with little ones. All these should be done
Then, turn your palms up and do the same, this time going backwards, for
a total of 112 more.

At first the player's shoulders will be burning but with workouts 2 or 3
times per week the burning will subside and the shoulders will become
stronger and conditioned. These should be done before every practice and
game. Next comes long toss. Youth players should start playing catch at
40 or 50 feet and work their way back to as far as they can throw, no
matter what level they play on. I realize younger players on the Pinto and
Mustang level may not be able to be as accurate but stretching out the
distance is critical in gaining arm strength. The old theory of playing short
and staying short is outdated. Just go to a pro game and watch players
warm up, especially pitchers. You'll soon find out they play long toss.

As the season progresses the more long toss a player does the stronger
and more conditioned his arm becomes. This is especially good for
pitchers. No pitcher should be saying he has a sore arm come June if he's
properly conditioned his arm all season long.

And last, are the J-Band workouts. I'll be showing coaches and parents
at clinics this season how the surgical tubing works and the benefits it
provides. I'm hoping every team and manager will have one available for
their team this season. Put all these things together and you have the
formula for a season with no arm soreness, no pain and a healthier arm
once playoff and All-Star time arrive.




MHPB Sponsorship “KiDz” Baseball Quiz ----- Situation

- Win a MHPB Baseball T- Shirt!!! -

A BIG THANK YOU to all who returned as team “RUINER ON #IRST AAD THIRD, TWO OUTS, BALL IS HIT TO

sponsors and to those who are new team.sponsors. SHORTSTOP..... WHERE IS THE PLAY?>”
The league, parents, and all the kids really
i ! E-mail your answer to publicrelations@mbhpb.org for a chance to win
,app,reCIate your Support. We wouldn’t be able to do a prize. Winner will be posted March 10™ at Snack Shack on Opening
it without you on our team. Day and on MHPB Website. Winning Entry will be drawn from a
i _ | i i “hat”... Deadline to submit entry is March 9™!!!
Field Sponsors — THANK YOU! Something new this "
year — The five main fields at Britton Middle School
now have NEW names. Please join in and use the #ﬂf(lﬂl[ /””
new names this season.
Field New Names WORD f‘(”#(ll”
Pinto <> <>  Ledwith Financial Field Baseball
Mustang1 <> <> Johnson Lumber Field TP L T T T i T fREO R
Mustang 2 <> <> Heritage Bank Field ALGLOYEGSGLLDUDTKD
CHMNIOA&?2AFRETERENI I NI
Bronco <> <> Carl  Schindler State RCCKL3IAYECMERDA AL
. | ¥ P L E A1 THFTTUCETES
Farm Field FEUBC 3L 4ARCEFVEE
Pony <> <>  Pinnacle Bank Field LB NUDE LR st ORE
COAMNEJEBEWALEKULUHR
OPENING DAY SPONSOR - THANK YOU! EBETNUYRY | EALTLSESE
Something New this year — Please join me in HFLHI JEFRETTAEBS
. H . 1 C1 L 2a&L I KEE I BE ATD
thanking The Music Tree for sponsoring the E o RFeriBECD P oL
opening day ceremonies. They wi!l be setting up our PLUDUSOUTLSELSR
sound system plus much more, will be great to have ODNUOHWHPGSOCOTDI O
a professional crew handling the sound. PITCHIMEYFUDHNI W
Granite Construction donated materials for all of our pas. DoLBLE S e
fields, Hydra Turf and The Grass Farm donated BATTER  DUGOLT MOJNE SLIOE
Sod, Johnson Lumber donated lumber and materials SEQNH EIRERLUDR EIU'ITCH EEH'E?IIE\JLGEE
to rebuild back stops and scorekeepers boxes, and BULPEN  FipsT PLATE STRETCH
Houle Landscaping put all them together with a o Ly e IR
great crew —You all really stepped up and becggse of CLEANLE  FOLL RLY Wh_K
you our fields really look First Class. Please join me COUNT GLOVE SACRIFIC:  WILD
: .. CURVE GROUNDIR SAME WINDUF
In giving them a BIG THANK YOU DEC< HIT SCIRE WORLD SERIES

DlaMORD HOME

| SEE OPPOSITE SIDE OF THIS PAGE FOR TEAM SPONSOR LIST |

Copyright 1996 John B, Fotter  “ohr's Word Search Puzzles
heip:ifw ww thepotters. comipuzales bl y,
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Shetland

Team Name
Sidewinders
Storm
Thunder
Muckdogs
Scrapers
Rock hounds
Mudcats
Raptors
Rivercats

Tronbirds

Lugnuts
Riverdogs
Cardinals

Angels

Pinto

Team Name
Giants
A's
Mets
White Sox
Marlins
Indians
Diamondbacks
Tigers
Reds
Rangers
Dodgers
Yankees

Cardinals

Angels

Sponsor

Kirk Enterprises

Pumps International Inc.
Giancarlo's Ristorante
Morgan Hill Kiwanis Club
Hale Lumber Company
Frank's Auto Service
Sidemark Corporate Furniture
Betsy's Restaurant

Associated Concrete

EIDOS, Inc.

Speech Paths
R & R Drywall
Santa Teresa Dental

Advance Silicon Distributing

Sponsor

Ragoots

Allways Build Inc.
Dave Fent - Allstate

The Right Angle Builders, Inc.
Barry Swenson Builders
Advanced Concrete Production
All Phase Builders

J Reality

The Music Tree

Troy's Bocce Ball

R Rock Electric
Ledwith Financial
Santa Teresa Dental

Advance Silicon Distributing

Mustang

Team Name
Reds
White Sox
Marlins
Tigers
Cardinals
Angels
Mets

A's
Dodgers
Indians
Giants

Yankees

Bronco

Team Name
Dodgers

Marlins

Indians
Tigers
‘White Sox

Angels
A's
Giants

Yankees

Pony

Team Name
Dodgers
Yankees
Cardinals
Giants

Mets

A's

Tigers

Sponsor

Logo Locker

Petrinovich Pugh & Company
Rockwell Collins

Classic Oak Designs

AEDIS Architects

Beltramo Electric

Symmetric Design Plumbing
West Hills Community Church
La/Con Builders

MeS

Greco & Filice CPA's

Ledwith Financial

Sponsor
Coldwell Banker

Venture IT

Office Solutions Interiors

MTD Drywall Inc.

Duran's Paving Rentals

Gerard & Associates

Western Home Loans

De Bella Mechanical Inc.

LJM Trucking

Sponsor

Morgan Hill Masonic Lodge
Glory Days

S&R Trenching

Morgan Hill Physical Therapy
Silicon Valley Glass
La/Con Builders

Sizzler




